Reconstruction: 1865-1877
Introductory Questions:
· What constitutional issues are raised by secession and reunion?

· Who should be responsible for Reconstruction?

--States’ Rights vs. Federal Responsibility


--Legislative vs. Executive Branches

· What to do with the 4,000,000 freed Blacks?

· Can government legislate morality?

· How should the devastated South be rebuilt? By whom?
· How, if at all, should the South be punished?

I. Presidential Reconstruction

A. Lincoln’s 10% Plan (est. 1863)
1. Conceived in 1863. Goal: to end the war. 

2. Loyalty oath of10% of those who voted in 1860
a. Once 10% had taken this oath, the state could set up a legal government with a new state const. which recognized the 13th.  
b. LA and AK seized this plan and were readmitted in 1864, before the war ended; but Radical Republicans in Congress refused to seat their Congressmen.

With Malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations. (Lincoln)

3. Pardon All But:
a. High Ranking Officials. Though it’s not entirely clear, Lincoln specified that those individuals under civil or military custody or confinement were not covered under the provisions of the Amnesty plan
b. Confeds responsible for their own war debt

4. Avoids the Vote (privately advocates vote for elite blacks)

5. Avoids Education and Land Reform 


6. 14 April 1865, Ford’s Theater…
B. Radical Reaction: Wade-Davis Bill (1864)
1. Congress in Charge
2. 50% of voters had to take an oath of loyalty
3. Lincoln exercised his pocket veto. He didn’t support the language which stated that the Southern states must "re-join" the Union—his point of view was that the Southern states were not constitutionally allowed to secede in the first place and therefore were still part of the Union. 

4. Lincoln asserted that Wade–Davis would jeopardize state-level emancipation movements in loyal border states like MO & MD

5. W-D threatened to destroy the delicate political coalitions which Lincoln had begun to construct between northern and southern moderates. 

6. W-D underscored how differently Lincoln and Radical Republicans viewed the Confederates: Lincoln  thought they needed to be coaxed back into peaceful coexistence while W-D treated them as traitors that needed to be punished. 

7. Lincoln ended up killing the bill with a pocket veto and it was not resurrected. His relationship with Congress reached a low. 
C. Johnson’s Plan (D-TN-War Democrat)
You know perfectly well it was the wealthy men of the South who dragooned the people into secession. (Johnson)
The South is a white man’s country…It must be acknowledged that in the progress of nations Negroes have shown less capacity for government than any other race of people. No independent government of any form has ever been successful in their hands. On the contrary, wherever they have been left to their own devices they have shown a constant tendency to relapse into barbarism. (Johnson)
1. He viewed Reconstruction as a way to destroy the power of the planter class, not as a means of recognizing black humanity.  

2. Johnson continued with Lincoln’s plan, but added to the list of reasons individuals would have to seek pardons personally – anyone with over $20,000 in taxable property had to answer to Johnson himself. 
3. Readmission to Union if:

a. Loyalty Oath of People of the State
b. State Ratifies 13th Amend

4. Johnson’s Plan did not:
a. Punish Anyone  (13,500 personal pardons). In the end, Jefferson Davis was held in prison for two years, but other Confederate leaders were not. There were no treason trials. Only one person—Captain Henry Wirz, the commandant of the prison camp in Andersonville, Georgia—was executed for war crimes.
b. Demand Loyalty Oath of Leaders

c. Address former slave needs (land, voting rights, education)

5. By 1865, All States (except Texas) complied with the conditions

6. The Radicals are Fuming b/c Johnson Did NOT
a. Destroy Slaveholders

b. Land Distribution

c. The Vote

d. Education

e. Johnson trying to control and manipulate Congress

(29 Vetoes…15 overridden …3rd / 1st in USH)
II. Congressional Reconstruction (40th Congress Led by Mod and Rad R)
We demand a radical reorganization of southern institutions, habits and manners…This may startle feeble minds and shake weak nerves. So do all great improvements in the political and moral world. (Stevens)

Far easier and more beneficial to exile 70,000 proud, bloated and defiant rebels than to expatriate 4,000,000 laborers, natives to the soil and loyal to the government. 

 (Stevens on his plan to distribute 394,000,000 acres of land that belonged to less than 5% of white families—fulfilling General Sherman’s “promise” of 40 acres and a mule)

A. Leading the charge were Thaddeus Stevens, Charles Sumner, and George Julian.

B. Freedmen’s Bureau
1. Food and Clothing

2. 40 Hospitals

3. 4,000 Schools

4. Johnson Vetoed…Congress Overrode 

C. Civil Rights Act of 1866

1. Equal Protection Under the Law

2. Ends Black Codes (fights Jim Crow)

a. No Guns

b. No Sitting on Jury 
c. No Testify Against Whites

d. No Marrying Whites

e. No Business Ownership

D. Congress Overrides Johnson’s Veto of Freedmen’s Bureau and CRA 1866. 
E. Reconstruction Act of 1867

1. 5 Military Districts (to protect the vote)

2. Write New State Constitutions
3. 14th Amend (1868): No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
4. 15th Amend = The Vote (1870): 
· Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 
· Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
· Enforcement Acts 1870-71

a. Passed to protect Blacks from the violence of groups like the KKK.

b. Elections were placed under the jurisdiction of the Federal government.

c. Fines and jail terms could be imposed for those interfering with citizen's right to vote. 
5. Tenure on Office Act (1867)
a. Can’t fire appointments without Senatorial approval

b. To protect presidential opposition

c. Edwin Stanton (Sec of War/Rad Repub) Fired

d. Johnson remained by 1 vote (35-19: 7 Republicans/12 Democrats) 

· Edmund Ross--career over)
· But Stanton was appointed by Lincoln!
e. When Johnson moved to fire and replace Edwin Stanton (Secretary of War), the only Radical Republican in the cabinet, the House impeached him; the Senate did not convict him, however.  Radicals argued that Johnson abused the presidency to sabotage Reconstruction.  Moderates believed that the impeachment was purely political.  

f. The whole episode turned public opinion against the Radicals, but also convinced Johnson of the need to enforce Radical Reconstruction for the remainder of his term.

	Race of delegates to 1867
state constitutional conventions

	State
	White
	Black
	White

(%)
	Statewide
white
population
(%)

	Virginia
	80
	25
	76
	58

	North Carolina
	107
	13
	89
	63

	South Carolina
	48
	76
	39
	41

	Georgia
	133
	33
	80
	54

	Florida
	28
	18
	61
	51

	Alabama
	92
	16
	85
	52

	Mississippi
	68
	17
	80
	46

	Louisiana
	25
	44
	36
	50

	Texas
	81
	9
	90
	69


	Issue
	Johnson
	Radicals

	Freedmen’s Bureau
	Vetoes
	Overrides Veto

	14th Amendment
	Protests Against 14th
	Passes 14th

	Black Codes
	Defended 
	Decried 


III. Reconstruction in the South:  Southern whites wanted to keep the freedmen in an inferior position, some northern whites who moved to the South after the war wanted to make money or “civilize” the region and blacks wanted equality. Without sustained federal involvement, racism and reaction won out.

A. The physical rebuilding proved difficult, as capital was scarce

B. Though some blacks succeeded in farming their own land, granted to them by the federal government (“forty acres and a mule”), the majority of the [bad] land was confiscated and sold to whites in an effort to get production back up quickly. 

C. Though whites in the South advocated a sort of contract labor (for a while, the Freedmen’s Bureau oversaw the contracts), blacks preferred to work independently. Because, in most cases, blacks didn’t have the land to do this, sharecropping emerged. Under this system, blacks worked a piece of land independently for a fixed share of the crops.  Sharecropping eventually became a new form of servitude, for blacks were tied to the land as long as they had debt.
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D. The new South remained a heavily segregated society.  

1. De jure segregation came in the form of Black Codes/Jim Crow laws

2. De facto segregation resultant from the fact that blacks had separate churches, schools, and work.

E. Strong Black Voices tries to pick up where Federal Reconstruction Ended. Two views emerged among Blacks as approaches to civil rights in the 20th century -- submission (accommodation) versus militant confrontation of racial discrimination 

1. Booker T. Washington (1863-1915) - Educator, founder of Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute 

· In a speech in 1895, known as the Atlanta Compromise, he mentioned a possible practical policy for Negro advancement.

a.  Blacks could not agitate for practical and social equality until acquiring sufficient skills through vocational training, which would provide economic security.

b. "Better your position not by fighting segregation, but by learning useful skills and demonstrating your abilities."

c. His view was known as gradualism or accommodationism 
2. W (illiam) E (dward) B (urghardt) Du Bois (1868-1963) - Massachusetts born, PhD Harvard graduate l895, economics and sociology professor at Atlanta Univ

· While agreeing that Blacks needed education as did whites, he opposed Washington's attitude as one of submission to the notion of black inferiority

· His view was called confrontationalism or interracialism .

· In Souls of Black Folks, 1903, he argued that Negroes must constantly insist on voting rights as necessary and point out when confronted by it, that discrimination was barbarism. 

F. As southern whites engaged in terrorism and mob violence to suppress blacks, a hastily organized southern Republican Party did manage to make a few strides.

1. The party was an odd coalition of unnatural bedfellows
· Carpetbaggers - Northern Republicans who had moved south, either for profit

· Scalawags - poor white farmers who joined the Republican Party to reap the political benefit of destroying the Southern aristocracy (term reserved for a low-grade farm animal)
· Freedmen 

2. In the early years of Reconstruction, the Party managed to set up a decent system of public education, democratize state and local government, and earmark funds for public services.  The party also organized subsidization for railroads and other internal improvements. 
G. Why Did Reconstruction End?

H. Corruption → Radical Republican Influence Declines

1. Drunk Ulysses S. Grant 1868-76 (214-80 over Horatio Seymour)
2. Credit Mobilier Affair— Congressman Oakes Ames opened his financial notes and exposed the congressmen whom he had bribed with money or stocks in the Crédit Mobilier construction company, established 1864, for the Union Pacific RR - $73 million for $50 million worth of work. VP Shulyer Colfax was involved and politically ruined. 

3. Salary Grab Act 3 Mar 1873

· On the day before inauguration, Congress doubled the President's salary (to $50,000) and the salaries of Supreme Court justices.

· Hidden in the salary increases was a 50% increase for congressmen.

· Public indignation forced Congress to rescind their salary increases.

4. Whiskey Ring—A conspiracy of revenue officials and distillers formed in St. Louis to defraud the government of the internal tax on whiskey. Chief among those implicated in the scandal, after an investigation ordered by Treasury Secretary Benjamin H. Bristow, was Grant's appointee John McDonald and his own private secretary, Orville Babcock, for whom Grant intervened.

5. Trading Post Scandal—Secretary of War William W. Belknap was impeached by the House for the selling of trading posts rights. The only Cabinet member to be impeached. 

6. Sanborn Affair—Secretary of State William A. Richardson gave private contracts John D. Sanborn who in turn collected illegally withheld taxes for fees at inflated commissions. As a result, Richardson was forced to resign. 
7. Pratt & Boyd—Attorney General George H. Williams received a bribe through a $30,000 gift to his wife from a Merchant house company, Pratt & Boyd, in order to drop the case for fraudulent customhouse entries.

8. Demoralized and shattered unity of Republicans  

I. Freedmen’s Bureau Expired 1872

J. Panic of 1873

1. Wild Speculation to Reconstruct

2. 18,000 Companies fold…3 million out of work
K. Redemption/ “Home Rule”—The Dem. Return to Power as Republican Power Fades. 

1. Amnesty Act of 1872— removed voting restrictions and office-holding disqualification against most of the secessionists who rebelled in the CW, except for some 500 military leaders of the Confederacy—enfranchised 160,000 Confeds

2. By 1876, Republicans only held three states (SC, FL, LA)

3. Southerners agreed on one thing…the nat’l gov. was not a friend)
L. Nathan Bedford Forrest and the Rise of the Ku Klux Klan—Founded in TN in 1866, the KKK spread quickly, gaining support from whites of all classes. Goals: 

a. Return power to the Planter Class

b. Exile Reconstruction  Government

c. Destroy Republican Influence
d. Control Blacks (Economic, Political, Social)
M. The Republicans were not Holy Men

In short, the typical Radical Republican had no sincere interest in the Negro at all—only a desire to exploit him. The vindictive radical would elevate the Negro to punish the southern white man; the ambitious radical would enfranchise the Negro to use him as a political tool; and the venal radical would mislead the Negro to protect the interests of northern businessmen…Thus was sealed an unholy alliance between seekers after vengeance, cynical political opportunists and greedy capitalists. (Kenneth M. Stampp)
N. Election of 1876 & The Compromise of 1877

a. Hayes (R) vs. Tilden (D)—Tilden  won Popular Vote 
b. Probably the most scandalous in US history (until 2000).

c. Contested electoral returns from FL, SC, and LA put the electoral college vote up in the air.  
d. To avoid a House vote, which Tilden would win, Republicans in Congress began dealing. 

e. The Compromise of 1877 

· Withdraw Fed Troops from LA & SC
· Fed Aid for TX to CA RxR
· Make a fair number of appointments to federal positions from among Southerners, including at least one Cabinet post.

· No second term for “His Fraudulency”

IV. The Mixed Legacy of Reconstruction
	Success
	Questionable
	Failure

	-Union restored

Improvements

-Public schools

-Hospitals

-Southern infrastructure

Legislation

-13th – you can’t put a price on freedom

-14th   

-15th
-CRA 1866

-More Democratic State Constitutions

Black Political Power

-Hiram Revels

-16/125 Southern 

Congressmen were black

-Blacks in Various State Legislatures

-forestalled an Apartheid system

-Hope & Optimism


	Const. Interpretation?

Can we legislate morality?

What is Justice?

--What is justice for the Negro?

--Readmission issues

(Amnesty Act of 1872)

-Redemption & States’ Rights

-Quality of A.A. Education

(Illiteracy still rampant)

(Washington vs. DuBois)

-Corruption…was not caused by Reconstruction?

-Radicalism and Idealism (esp. of Radical Repubs.)

-Laissez Faire Attitude and Policies Towards Blacks

-Solidified Northern Industrial Capitalism

-land redistribution?

-Depends when it ended-- 1877?

-compare this to slave emancipation in Haiti and The British West Indies


	Issues of Race

-Assumed natural inferiority of Blacks 

-Jim Crow & Black Codes

-Segregation

(Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896)

-KKK

-The Negro Bourgeoisie failed its brothers

Corruption

   -ex-looting state treasuries

   -ex. Credit Mobilier

    -ex. Whiskey Ring

-Carpetbaggers

-Scalawags

No Land Redistribution

-sharecropping and tenant        farming

-legislators failed here

-workers contracts and the scrip system in S.C.

Economic Concerns

-White monopolization of credit and biased interest rates

-Economic backwardness of South

-Blacks stuck in cycle of poverty

-Military rule




V. Problems and Solutions

	The Problem


	Description
	Attempted Solution

	Economic Condition of the South


	
	

	Scalawags & Carpetbaggers


	
	

	The A.A. Family


	
	

	A.A. Education

	
	

	A.A. in Politics


	
	

	Land Reform


	
	

	Labor Shortage


	
	


	African Americans in Office 1870–1876

	State
	State Legislators
	U.S. Senators
	U.S. Congressmen

	Alabama
	69
	0
	4

	Arkansas
	8
	0
	0

	Florida
	30
	0
	1 

	Georgia
	41
	0
	1

	Louisiana
	87
	0
	1

	Mississippi
	112
	2
	1

	North Carolina
	30
	0
	1

	South Carolina
	190
	0
	6

	Tennessee
	1
	0
	0

	Texas
	19
	0
	0

	Virginia
	46
	0
	0

	Total
	633
	2

(out of 22)
	15

(out of 125)








