Three Articles on Paternalism in the UK
I. Local Democracy in Britain
a. Local councils have become antiquated. 

i. Post WWII welfare state

ii. Thatcherism (wanted to restrain ‘loony lefty councils’)
iii. 1997 Devolution 
b. Have little autonomy: issuing alcohol licences, collecting garbage, designing lamp posts, etc. 

c. Central gov. controls how much the tax and what they spend money on. 
d. MPs getting letters about potholes and discussing the size of a pool. 

e. Labour wants: ‘Power to the People’ / Decentralization

1. local government rule

2. civil society

f. Local gov raises only 25% of what it spends

g. Monitoring local gov costs £2.5 bil/year!

h. Discourages experimentation
i. Local election results: 35%

j. If Britain were Russia, the international community would be saying that Britain needed help with ‘capacity building’ of local institutions.

II. The Fulton Report on Civil Service: Is the CS Ready for the 21st Century? Recommendations: 
a. Based on the cult of the amateur. Need specialization
b. Award autonomy to specialists

c. Class system too rigid

d. Allow for greater mobility in and out of CS

e. Create a CS College

f. Create a Civil Service Department

g. Hire skilled managers and hold them accountable through objective standards

III. The New Paternalism: The Avuncular State
a. Mill: the State should repress an individual’s action only if it harms others.

b. But people make bad decisions and we are all connected

c. ‘Libertarian Paternalism’ or ‘Soft Paternalism’ or the ‘Avuncular State’

d. Examples

i. Financial

1. Sign up for pension schemes by default (raised enrolment rate from 49-86%)
2. ‘Save Money Tomorrow’ (fraction of future pay increases diverted into pension)
ii. Behavioral

1. Smoking

a. Sin taxes? 

b. Buying a smokers’ ID

c. Repellent images on cigarette packs?
2. Alcohol
3. Gambling (MO gamblers’ list)

e. Government can’t remain neutral: give choices, but frame the dialogue

IV. Connections?

