On Thomas Jefferson
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Thomas Jefferson (Walter Kirn)

1. Offer three examples of Jefferson contradicting himself.
--

--

--

2. In your own words, offer two pieces of evidence which speak to Jefferson’s radicalism. 
--

--

3. Offer evidence of Jefferson’s stature as a philosopher. 
4. a. Why might TJ support the war in Iraq?

b. Why might TJ not support the war in Iraq?

5. In what ways was Jefferson a man of faith (not in the religious sense)?
Where are the Jeffersons of Today? (Gordon Wood)

6. a. Modern Americans have a rather unique tendency to idolize the “Founding Fathers”. Offer some evidence of this behavior. 
b. Make a case for why this is or isn’t a healthy tendency.

7. Why did TJ place so much faith in the common man/yeoman farmer?

8. a. Describe TJ’s case for small government. 
b. To what extent do you find his argument for small government compelling in our times?
9. In your own words, describe Gordon Wood’s thesis for this editorial. 
10. Interpret Wood’s argument that, “[i]f there is such thing as the American spirit, then he is it”.
11. In sum, given all his complexities and contradictions, how, if at all, should Americans celebrate Jefferson? Is it prudent to memorialize him in statues, street names, Mt. Rushmore, etc.? 
