One Nation Indivisible?
A Thematic Overview of Nationalism and Sectionalism in the Antebellum Era (1789-1861)


Operational Definitions:
Nationalism refers to an ideology, a sentiment, a social movement, and an approach to governance that focuses on the nation. It fosters a collective identity. In the specific case of the U.S., nationalism refers to devoting primary loyalty to the United States as opposed to a region or a state. As a corollary to this, the U.S. government, according to nationalists, should reign supreme over state and local governments. 

Sectionalism refers to an ideology, a sentiment, a social movement and an approach to governance that focuses on the sovereignty of one section of a country. In the specific case of the U.S., sectionalism refers to devoting primary loyalty to one’s state or region as opposed to the “United” States. As a corollary to this, state governments, according to sectionalists, should wield considerable powers vis-à-vis the national government.



Directions: 
Throughout the Antebellum Era (1789-1861) numerous events took place which led to struggles between advocates of nationalism and advocates of sectionalism. In most cases these are events are complex issues which can only be properly understood in the context of the antebellum milieu. 

Your task is to, describe and analyze each issue:  

A. Summarize the issue: tell the story. Describe the basic facts: who, what, when, where, and why. 

B. Analyze the impact of this issue: thoughtfully explain how this event contributed to nationalism, sectionalism, or both. Your explanation requires an argument about whether this event contributed primarily to nationalism or sectionalism. 

You may bullet point your responses to the summary in part A; you must explain your analysis in part B in full sentences. 

You may use your textbook and/or the internet. 


This will be a time consuming endeavor which, if done with carefully and methodically and thoughtfully, will give you a thorough and nuanced understanding of the challenges faced by the new nation and the causes of the Civil War. 



















Issues of Nationalism and Sectionalism in the Antebellum Era
Note: we have already devoted class time to assessing the roots of the national-sectional disputes in class via our studies of: Colonial America, The Articles of Confederation, The Constitution, The Federalist Years, et. al. 
1. The Alien & Sedition Acts (1798)—a sample response 
· Summary: The Alien and Sedition Acts were four bills passed in 1798 by the Federalists in the Congress, who were waging an undeclared war with France (The Quasi-War). They were signed into law by President Adams. The Acts were largely aimed to stifle dissent towards the Adams administration and, thus, targeted Republicans. The Acts, in specific, were: 
· The Naturalization Act—extended the duration of residence required for aliens to become citizens to 14 years. Exp. 1802. 
· The Alien Friends Act—authorized the president to deport any resident alien considered "dangerous to the peace and safety of the United States." Created in fear of French sympathizers. War was considered likely between the U.S. and France. Exp 1800.
· The Alien Enemies Act— authorized the president to apprehend and deport resident aliens if their home countries were at war with the United States. Remains in effect today as 50 U.S.C. § 21-24.
· The Sedition Act—made it a crime to publish "false, scandalous, and malicious writing" with the "intent to defame" or to bring Congress or the president into "contempt or disrepute." Enacted July 14, 1798, with an expiration date of March 3, 1801.
· Analysis: The A & S Acts hoped to forge a sense of nationalism by a) eliminating the Republican Party, b) promulgating a national enemy in the French, and c) protecting President Adams from an enemy press. However, as evidenced by the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, the end result of the A & S acts forged sectionalism as Republican strongholds throughout the country declared the Acts null and void. 

2. The Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions (1798)
3. Selected Marshall Cases (1803-1819)
4. The War or 1812
5. The Era of Good Feelings (1817-1825)
6. Henry Clay’s America System (1815)
7. The Tariff of 1816
8. The “Panics” of 1819 and 1837
9. The Missouri Crisis and the Missouri Compromise (1820)



10. The Monroe Doctrine (1823)
11. The Election of 1824 and the “Corrupt Bargain”

	Presidential Candidate
	Party
	Home State
	Popular Vote(a)
	Electoral Vote

	
	
	
	Count
	Percentage
	

	Andrew Jackson
	Democratic-Republican
	Tennessee
	151,271
	41.3%
	99

	John Quincy Adams
	Democratic-Republican
	Massachusetts
	113,122
	30.9%
	84

	William Harris Crawford
	Democratic-Republican
	Georgia
	40,856
	11.2%
	41

	Henry Clay
	Democratic-Republican
	Kentucky
	47,531
	13.0%
	37

	(Massachusetts unpledged electors)
	(n/a)
	(n/a)
	6,616
	1.8%
	0

	Other
	6,437
	1.8%
	0

	Total
	365,833
	100.0%
	261

	Needed to win
	131






12. The Completion of the Erie Canal (1825)



13. The Completion of the National Road/Cumberland Road (1818)



14. The Dawn of the Industrial Revolution (1820’s)
15. The “Tariff of Abominations” & The Nullification Crisis (1828)
16. The Indian Removal Act (1832)
17. The Bank Wars (1816 & 1836)
18. The Stresses of Immigration (1840’s)








19. The Second Great Awakening (1820-1850)
20. Horace Mann’s Case for the Public Schools (1848)
21. The Second Political Party System (1836- )
22. Westward Expansion & Manifest Destiny (1803-1848)
a. The Louisiana Purchase (1803)


b. The Oregon Trail (1830’s)



c. The Texas Crisis (1836)
d. The Mexican-American War (1846-1848)



e. The Wilmot Proviso (1848)
23. The “Peculiar Institution” of Slavery
a. The Gag Rule (1836 - )
b. Fitzhugh & the “Positive Good”


c. The Minstrels



d. The Slave Trade


e. The Fugitive Slave Act (1850)
f. Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)
24. Rebellion Against the “Peculiar Institution”
a. The American Colonization Society



b. Gabriel Prosser
c. Denmark Vesey
d. Nat Turner
e. John Brown
f. The Underground Railroad



g. Walker’s Appeal & Garrison’s Liberator
h. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
25. The Crisis 0f 1850, Clay’s Last Stand & The Compromise of 1850


26. The State of Kansas
a. The Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)



b. Bleeding Kansas (1856)



c. The Lecompton Constitution (1857)
27. The Third Political Party System
a. Republicans
b. Free Soilers
c. Know Nothings
d. The Election of 1856
Results
	Presidential candidate
	Party
	Home state
	Popular vote(a)
	Electoral
vote

	
	
	
	Count
	Pct
	

	James Buchanan
	Democratic
	Pennsylvania
	1,836,072
	45.3%
	174

	John Charles Frémont
	Republican
	California
	1,342,345
	33.1%
	114

	Millard Fillmore
	American/Whig
	New York
	873,053
	21.6%
	8

	Other
	3,177
	0.1%
	–

	Total
	4,054,647
	100%
	296

	Needed to win
	149



e. The Election of 1860
	Presidential candidate
	Party
	Home state
	Popular vote(a)
	Electoral
vote

	
	
	
	Count
	Pct
	

	Abraham Lincoln
	Republican
	Illinois
	1,865,908
	39.8%
	180

	John C. Breckinridge
	Southern Democratic
	Kentucky
	848,019
	18.1%
	72

	John Bell
	Constitutional Union/Whig
	Tennessee
	590,901
	12.6%
	39

	Stephen A. Douglas
	Northern Democratic
	Illinois
	1,380,202
	29.5%
	12

	Other
	531
	0.0%
	–

	Total
	4,685,561
	100%
	303

	Needed to win
	152



28. One Divisible Nation
a. The Failures of Crittenden’s Compromise
b. The Secession of South Carolina (21 December 1860)
c. The Confederate States of America (formed from Dec 1860- May 1861)
d. The Battle of Fort Sumter (11 April 1861)

image2.png
LAKE ONTARIO

ochester

ERIE CANAL:
Sel

Oswego

vy
:// Fult

&

T v Canatway Mationst Heritage Coridor
e Y5 Canl System
< Histoic anal Allgnments

ERIE CANALWAY
NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR

BOUNDARY MAP

The Hetage Canidor incudes the 524 mies of ravigabie atersay
of the e ork State ConalSystr, nciading the £, Co [T ®

Senca, O and Cramplin Cara, th Hsoric abgnments of
thes conal, and medistely accent punicipalies

Watkins Glen

OSWEGO CANAL

CAYUGA-SENECA
CANAL

Ithaca

ERIE CANAL

CHAMPLAIN CANAL

sterdam

Albar





image3.png
NEW YORK ?‘

OHIO Pittsburgh) PENNSYLYV A

Ngod o*  o° 0 (A ¢

s L s
%Qwu S 1830/ 1A% Bt





image4.png
Immigration to the United States, 18201860

Thousands

450

400

350

300

250

200

150

427,833

371,603
369,980

Total immigration
for indicated year

200,877

153,640

8,385

= t + y
1820 1830 1840 1850 1860




image5.png
MAIN SOURCES OF EUROPEAN IMMIGRATION

TO THE UNITED STATES, 1841—1860

Belgium
Denmark
France
Germany

Great Britain
England
Scotland
Not Specified

Ireland

Netherlands

Norway ]

Sweden

Switzerland

1841-1850

5,074
539
77,262
434,626

32,092
3,712
220,979

780,719
8,251

13,903
4,644

1851-1860

4,738
3,749
76,358
951,667

247,125
38,331
132,199

914,119
10,789
20,931

25,011





image6.png
"HELP WANTED

NO IRISH NEED APPLY





image7.png
Ruperts Land

Disputed botween indiana Torrtry

nd Ruperts Land (UK New

Hampshire!
Vermont

i

Connecticut

New Jersey
—Delaware

(0., = District
of Columbia)

Viceroyalty of
New Spain
- Spalh

I Terrtories

| Otnercounries

T
S

Hawaiian ~

\ \ West Florida

Spain)
Russian

America
(Russia)

States and Territories of the United States of America
April 30 1803 to March 27 1804





image8.png
WASHING-
TON,
whiran

s, [UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!

oo
" Boes b/ DATO

WYOMING

o o

OREGON ol Shigs Ipendence NEBRASKA
Countonss

Fort
Brdger
" ndepandance

KANSAS

Fous ofthe
Oregen ol





image9.png
Territory Added, 1845 - 1853

CANADA

OREGON
TERRITORY
Brtsh clam
relinquished
(1846,





image10.png




image11.png




image12.png
0. BE SOLD,.on board zhel
Ship Bance: Yland, on tucfday the 6th

of May next, at Apley-Fery 5 a choice
cargo of abour 250 fine healthy

' & NEGROES
2
jult arrived from the
Windward & Rice Coatt.
—The utmoft care has
already been taken, and
. fhall be continued, to keep them free from
the leaft danger of being infected with the
SMALL-POX, no boat having been on
board, and all other communication with
people from Charles-Town prevented.
Autin, Laurens, & Zppleby.
. B._Foll cne Half of the above Negrocs have had the
LL-P Count





image13.png
GUINEA

LIBERIA &

Robertsport &, st |
Monrovias_, Harbel
2T 2Zwedru,
#, Buchanan

pu)
\ RANGE
L Greenville

ATLANTIC 4y\
OCEAN sl
Harper’

Foim ©1999, Encyclopemdia Britannica, inc,





image14.png
BRITISH CANADA

— Underground Railro:

mExico




image15.png
RED RIVER BASIN

Free by Missourl
Compromise - 1820

* Slave States
© Free States.
Terrtores

® Area atfirstfree,
later opento siavery
Tertores subjectto popular soveregnty.

‘& Slavery exists but not subject o standard
terntoral govemance.




image16.png




image17.png




image1.png
TERRITORIAL GROWTH
COLONIAL PERIOD: 775

[ e——

N staes: po-om0
[
 —

p—

] o

1903 pusatenostscpiiton

Camptet ol i s 5,
o wea

e

gD ven AV
615





