Learning to Live With Radical Islam

1. What does Zakaria mean when he contends that Most Taliban want Islamic rule locally, not violent jihad globally?

2. a. What does Zakaria cite as the primary reason for radical Islam?
b. What are politicians doing in office instead (of 2a)?

3. What does Zakaria want the reader to understand by using the Swat example?

4. How does Zakaria characterize the Bush administration’s approach to Islamist groups? What does Zakaria suggest is the result of this policy?

5. What is happening in North Africa?

6. What is the situation in West Africa, Nigeria specifically?

7. a. Describe the situation in Iraq

b. What does Zakaria mean when he states, “by its second term, though, the administration was grappling with the complexities of Islam on the ground. It is instructive that Bush ended up pursuing a most sophisticated and nuanced policy toward political Islam in the one country where reality was unavoidable—Iraq.”

8. What does Gerecht mean when he says, “Moderate Muslims are not the answer. Shiite clerics and Sunni fundamentalists are our salvation from future 9/11s."?

9. How and why is the rhetoric of global leaders very important as it pertains to militant Islam?

10. “The veil is not the same as the suicide belt. We can better pursue our values if we recognize the local and cultural context, and appreciate that people want to find their own balance between freedom and order, liberty and license.” Evaluate this quotation. 

