Lecture Notes: Urbanization and Political Machines
· Evolution of the American Dream and the Demise of the Farmer
· Transition from Producers to Consumers

· Urban Life as a Mixed Blessing: The Pain of  Progress& “The Shame of Cities”
· The Next Phase in the Evolution of the Functions of Women

· The Increasing Complexity of Class Struggle

· Paradox of the Political Machine

· Social Movements and Religious Activism

· Action and Reaction, Cause and Effect
I. The Rise of Urban America 
    A. US Population in 1900 doubled to about 80 million since the census of 1870 
        1. By 1900 40% of Americans lived in cities. 
        2. By 1900, New York had 3.5 million people; 2nd largest in world (London 1st) 
    B. Skyscrapers emerged as steel allowed for taller buildings and elevators were 
perfected. 
        
--Louis Sullivan (1856-1924) -- "form follows function" when making buildings. 
    C. Commuting increased due to mass-transit (e.g. electric trolleys)
        -- streetcar suburbs emerged 
    D. Economic and social opportunities lured people: Rural America could not 
compete 
        1. Department stores emerged
        2. Lure of entertainment, amenities such as electricity, indoor plumbing, and 
telephones 
        3. Opportunities for women 
            a. Social workers, secretaries, store clerks, seamstresses, telephone operators, 
                bookkeepers.
            b. Middle and upper-class women usually did not work – not acceptable. 
                -- Teaching and nursing were among few acceptable vocations. 
            c. By 1900, over 5 million women worked for wages 
                i.    18% worked in clothing and garment trades or textile mills. 
                ii.    Nearly 40% were domestic servants. 
            d. Most workingwomen young, poor, and unmarried. 
            e.  Castes emerged among women workers 
                i. Clerking open to mainly "American" girls – WASP; respectable work 
                ii. Factory work did not gain respectability. 
                    -- Usually farm girls or working-class girls 
                    -- These workers could be accepted by those higher on social ladder. 
                    -- Women’s Trade Union League & other female unions active in this class. 
                iii. Domestic servants considered on the bottom class 
                    -- Usually foreign-born (usually Irish) or black 
                    -- Often worked 12 hours/day, 6 days a week. 
                    -- Had no organizations to improve their situations. 
   E. Class distinctions became more pronounced in American history by 1900 
        1. New class of super-wealthy: the nouveau riche (the bourgeoisie) 
            a.1890: Wealthiest 1% of families owned 51% of real and personal property 
            b. Top 12% of families; 86% of wealth. 


c. 44% of families at the bottom owned 1.2% of all property. 

        2. Middle class 
            a. Lower end: salesmen, some government workers and teachers 
            b. Upper end: lawyers and doctors 
            c. Mostly WASP 
      
        3. Working Class (the proletarian)
            a. Often Catholic (esp. Irish), immigrant (esp. E & S Europe), or black 
            b. Between 23% and 30% of work force unemployed for some period every year. 
            c. Highly-skilled northern mechanics at the top of the working class 
            d. Miners at low end of income scale; seldom worked year round. 
            e In 1900, nearly 20% of children under 15 worked in non-agricultural work. 
            f. About 20% of urban women worked, mostly young—b/w school & marriage. 

    F. Cities had deplorable conditions. 
        1. Rampant crime: prostitution, cocaine, alcohol, gambling, violent crime. 
        2. Unsanitary conditions persisted as cities could not keep up with growth 
            -- Impure water, uncollected garbage, showers unavailable, & animal dung. 
        3. “Dumbell" tenement in 1879; 7 or 8 stories high with little ventilation while 
families were crammed into each floor (50% of New York City housing) 
II. Reaction to Immigration & Urbanization
    A. Political machines—controlled the activities of a political party in exchange for 
money and/or votes. Worked in via an efficient hierarchy (see chart)
        1. Bosses often traded jobs and services for votes creating powerful immigrant 
            voting blocks for their own purposes. 
            -- Provided employment on city’s payroll, found housing for new arrivals, 
                gave gifts of food and clothing to the needy, helped with legal counseling, and 
                helped get schools, parks, and hospitals built in immigrant neighborhoods. 
        2. Tammany Hall in NYC (Burr to LaGuardia) most infamous political machine 
(led by Marcy Tweed in the 1860’s and 1870’s)
            --George Washington Plunkett a minor boss in the Tammany machine 
                gained notoriety for his pandering to immigrants and corruption. 
                a. Plunkett would get word from civil boards about imminent projects and he 


would secretly buy land and resale it to the city at a higher price. Example: 

a $3 million NYC bid for $11 million
                b. He called it "honest graft" 
        3. Reformers, infuriated by these practices; wanted to curb power of political 
machines 
    B. Social Crusaders attempted to improve the "shame of the cities" 
        1. Motivation: fear of violent revolution among the working class. 
        2. Social Gospel advocates emerged 
            a. Christianity should improve life on earth rather than waiting for the afterlife. 
                i. Insisted that Churches tackle the burning social issues of the day 
                ii. Alcoholism, crime, unemployment & political corruption
                iii. Tried to mediate between managers and unions 
                iv. Many predicted socialism would be logical outcome of Christianity but 


Gospelers did not believe in inevitability of class conflict (Marxism) 
                v. Did much to spark the Progressive reform at the turn of the century. 
            b.  Salvation Army: appealed to the poverty stricken: free soup etc. 

        3. Settlement House Movement 
            a. Primarily a women’s movement of white, northeastern and Midwestern stock, 
college educated and prosperous. 
                i. Teaching or volunteerism were almost the only permissible occupations for a 


young woman of her social class. 
                ii. Women prohibited from involvement in politics (Cult of Domesticity) 
            b. Jane Addams (1860-1935) ("St. Jane")  
                    -- She believed living among the poor would give meaning to lives of young 


educated women who needed firsthand experience with realities poverty in 

the city. 
                --Hull House in Chicago (along with Ellen Gates Starr) --Settlement house 


where immigrants were taught English, offered classes in nutrition, health 


and child care, and discussed the day’s events. 

            c. Settlement houses became centers of women’s activism and social reform. 
                --Florence Kelley--Won legislation regulating hours and working conditions 


for women and children (Socialist views) 
        4. American Red Cross launched in 1881 under leadership of Clara Barton who 
            had been an "angel" of the Civil War battlefields. 

    C. Nativism 
        1. Nativists viewed Eastern and Southern Europeans as culturally and religiously 
            exotic and often treated them inhumanely. 
            a. Alarmed at high birthrates common among people of low standard of living 
                and saw their increasing successes as a threat to Anglo-Saxon America. 
            b. Equally alarmed at prospect of mongrelized America with a mixture 
                of "inferior" South European blood. 
            c. Blamed immigrants for degradation of urban environment. 
            d. Angry at immigrant willingness to work for "starvation" wages. 
            e. Concerned about foreign doctrines e.g. Catholicism, Socialism, & Anarchism.

        2. Anti-Immigrant Organizations 
            a. American Protective Association (APA) formed in 1887 
                i. Urged voting against Roman Catholic candidates for office 
                ii. Soon, claimed a million members. 
            b. Organized Labor was infuriated at use of immigrants as strike breakers. 
                -- Argued if American industry entitled to protection from foreign goods, 
                    American labor entitled to protection from foreign laborers. 
        3. Rev. Josiah Strong: Our Country, 1885 
            a. Congregational minister who condemned cities as wicked places 
            b. Disliked immigrants and their impact on cities 
            c. Also condemned real city problems such as low worker wages leading 
                to gambling, robbery, and extortion for survival. 

Politics is a business just like anything else.

 --Boss Pendergast of Kansas City

As long as I count the votes what are you going to do about it?

--Marcy Tweed

A political machine is a united minority working against a divided majority

--Unknown

The politician who steals is worse than a thief. He is a fool. With all the grand opportunities around for the man with a political pull, there's no excuse for stealin' a cent. 
-- George Washington Plunkett

Don't worry if they're Democrats or Republicans. Give them service and they'll become Democrats


--Richard J. Daley

Vote for Fred and Nobody Gets Hurt -- Campaign slogan of Chicago 1st Ward alderman Fred Roti

Mothers all want their sons to grow up to be president but they don't want them to become politicians in the process 


--John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Politics is supposed to be the second-oldest profession. I have come to realize that it bears a very close resemblance to the first. 


--Ronald Reagan

Politicians are like diapers. They should both be changed frequently and for the same reason. 


--Anonymous
