The Other Civil War
[Caveat: I realize that this is a somewhat lengthy reading. But this is arguably the best chapter in one of the most influential U.S. history books of the past few decades. Please take your time and read to learn. You might very well come to appreciate Zinn’s style.]
1. Citing the following two documents, clearly define the concept of “working class consciousness”

--The Working Men’s Declaration of Independence

--Boston Trades Union Document

2. What were the causes, effects and significance of the Dorr Rebellion?

3. What was the Jacksonian approach to politics? What was the “genius” of this approach? How does this apply to the other civil war?
4. In certain circumstances the courts were used to mitigate the battles between unions and capitalists. 
a. Use specific evidence to demonstrate whose side of the battle the courts tended to take. 

b. Try to show both sides: why did the courts tend to rule in this fashion?
5. Provide evidence that a working class consciousness was forming among American workers. 

6. “We will try the ballot box first. If that will not effect our righteous purpose, the next and last resort is the cartridge [read: bullet] box”. Given the circumstances, is this a justifiable and morally sound assertion? Explain why or why not. 
7. a. Describe the Lowell system. 

b. How and why did the Lowell girls organize?

c. What was the effect of the Lowell rebellion?

8. “Capital and labor stand opposed”. What does this quote imply? Is it true?
9. Use evidence to explain how the “other civil war” was raging even during the U.S. Civil War. 
10. What types of work opened up to women as a result of the Civil War? Explain how this is significant to “The Other Civil War”.

11. a. Use specific examples to describe how racial tension and discrimination complicated the battle of Capital versus Labor. 

b. Use specific examples to describe how the influx of immigrants complicated the battle of Capital versus Labor. 

12. Economic Crises: 1837, 1857, 1873, 1893, 1907, 1919, and 1929. Describe how these crises led to the strengthening of the capitalist class at the expense of the working class.

13. Describe the causes, effects and significance of The Great Railroad Strike of 1877.
14. Why does Zinn title this chapter “The Other Civil War”? Is he over-stating and/or dramatizing the case? Or was the capital vs. labor dispute, in fact, a war?
