The Politics of Rage: Why Do They Hate Us?

This piece, published in Newsweek shortly after the dust settled flowing the bombings of the World Trade Center, launched Fareed Zakaria to national prominence. His argument his thoughtful, cogent and provocative and challenges the reader to assess this “clash of civilizations”.

1. What “comforting but familiar” responses did Americans hear in response to the WTC bombings?
2. a. What does Zakaria mean when he speaks of a “clash of civilizations”?
b. In what ways might scholars who believe in the “clash of civilizations theory be correct?
c. In what ways might scholars who believe in the “clash of civilizations theory be misguided?
3. Zakaria draws on four nations to explain how the “clash of civilizations theory be misguided. Summarize his argument.
4. a. Who is Gamel Adbel Nasser and what did he stand for in the 1950’s and 60’s?
b. Why did the Egypt and much of the Middle East fail to modernize?
5. “If poverty produced failure in most of Arabia, wealth produced the rest of it.” Explain this quote using evidence from the reading.
6. a. Use some historical examples to explain how the Middle East once sought after modernity.
b. Why does the Middle East now tend to be disillusioned with modernity?
c. In your opinion, how can modernity be separated from Westernization of Americanization?
7. a. How has globalization impacted the Middle East?
b. How is this a mixed blessing?
8. How has the youth bulge impacted the rise of Islamic fundamentalism?
9. Interpret the Fouad Ajami quote provided.
10. According to Sheri Berman of Princeton, how might Islamic Fundamentalism and Nazi Fascism be comparable?
11. What is the Devil’s bargain made by the government of Saudi Arabia?
12. a. According to Zakaria, what is the one great cause of the rise of Islamic fundamentalism?
b. Use evidence from your studies that the one great cause is constant Western political and economic imperialism.
13. a. How does Israel play into Middle East’s anger with America?
b. Answer Zakaria’s rhetorical question, “[w]hy is the focus of Arab anger on Israel and not those regimes?”.
14. Zakaria asserts that there will have to be military, political and cultural dimensions to America’s war on terror. Summarize his three-part strategy:

a. Military—

b. Political—

c. Cultural—

15. In considering your response to number 14, cite two assertions he makes that G.W. Bush ignored.

--

--

16. Zakaria asserts that the U.S. has “no option but to get back into the nation-building business.” If the U.S. does this she is seen as a corrupt global police officer and will risk many lives. If the U.S. does not, she risks attack by extremists that rise in failed Middle Easter states. Given this, should the U.S. get in the business of nation-building? Justify your response. 
