Why is there No Socialism in the United States?
1. American Ideology and Mythology

a. Respect for property rights

b. Equal rights ideology/myth

c. Classical liberalism: free labor

d. Rugged individualism

e. A nation of expectant capitalists: perception of economic mobility

f. Social Darwinism

2. American Politics

a. Political rights: the right to vote gave workers a “vested interest in the existing political system”

b. Reformism vs. Socialism

c. Government programs: homesteading, public education

d. Unionism: The suitable alternative/compromise to Revolution

3. American Culture

a. Geographic mobility

b. Diversity & Balkanization: gender, race, ethnicity, geography, etc.



“There was not one, but several workers cultures with distinctive politics 



at any point in time” (10)

c. Patriotism

d. Religion: socialism as inherently atheistic

e. American-style leisure: adequate bread and circus
4. American Fears

a. Waves of immigration

b. Anti-European sentiments

5. The Civil War
--Laurie’s Two Part Thesis in Artisan’s Into Workers:
· “The ideology of radicalism persisted longer [in the U.S.] than in any other nation.” But American radicalism “never fully greeted the government as a class ally or an instrument for class liberation, and as a result could not easily accept the role that socialism demanded of the state.” (12)

· The Federal government and the capitalist class were “fiercely antipathetic to unions” an, consequently, put out as many “brushfire conflicts” as they could (12)

--“Workers expressed their opposition to capitalism in the language of radical republicanism.” (9)

--Notwithstanding the failure of socialism in the U.S., we must bear in mind that, “Real gains were made in the course of the nineteenth century. Union men improved their standard of living and significantly reduced the length of their workday. They gained more time and resources for themselves and their families and made life easier for their children. They were also a very productive workforce…[they] made the United States the leading industrial nation” (14)
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